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SUBJECT: GOF REQUESTS INFORMATION ON RYOICHI SASAKAWA 






1. (C) MFA JAPAN DESK OFFICER OLIVIER ANSART 

(PROTECT) CALLED POLOFF ON NOVEMBER 4 AND REQUESTED 
INFORMATION ON JAPANESE CITIZEN RYOICHI SASAKAWA. 
ANSART SAID THAT SASAKAWA HAD APPROACHED GOF ABOUT 
OPENING A CULTURAL CENTER IN FRANCE. SASAKAWA 'S 
PROPOSAL TO OPEN THE CULTURAL CENTER IS HIS FIRST 
ACTIVITY IN FRANCE. 



2. (C) GOF, HOWEVER, IS CONCERNED ABOUT COOPERATING 

WITH SASAKAWA: 1) BECAUSE THEY BELIEVE THAT HE WAS A 



NAZI WAR CRIMES 



DISCLOSURE ACT 



CONFIDENTIAL 



^classified and Approved for Release 
oy trie Central Intelligence Agency 
Date. -yZ-crcj 



LIMDIS 




O CONFIDENTIAL 



LIMDIS 

PAGE: 0028 

WORLD WAR II WAR CRIMINAL, AND 2) BECAUSE OF RUMORS 
THAT HE WAS/IS A MEMBER OF THE "JAPANESE MAFIA” AND 
ENRICHED HIMSELF THROUGH CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES. IN SUM, 

THE FRENCH DO NOT WANT TO WORK WITH HIM IF HE IS AN 
UNSAVORY CHARACTER. 

3. (C) ACCORDING TO ANSART, SASAKAWA HAS BEEN ACTIVE 

IN THE U.S. THROUGH VARIOUS HUMANITARIAN AND CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES DESIGNED PERHAPS TO IMPROVE HIS IMAGE. 

ANSART REQUESTS ANY INFORMATION THE USG MAY HAVE 
CONCERNING HIS PAST. HE STRESSED THAT HE WAS 
REQUESTING THIS INFORMATION ON A VERY DISCREET BASIS. 

IF SUCH INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AND IF THE DEPARTMENT 
APPROVES, WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO PASS IT TO GOF ON A 
CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, LETTING THE FRENCH MAKE THEIR OWN 
JUDGMENT CONCERNING SASAKAWA 'S CHARACTER AND 
SUITABILITY. 
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